Immunopathogenesis of psoriasis.
Investigations into the cause and treatment of psoriasis remain at the forefront of basic and applied clinical research efforts around the world. The purpose for this review is to provide an up-to-date synopsis of recent progress in ten sections exploring the immunological and inflammatory basis for psoriasis. Given the breadth of this topic in investigative skin biology and frequent paradigm shifts, it should not be surprising that the bibliography contains more than 150 references; many of which have been published in the last 5 years. Whereas considerable progress has been made into the immunopathogenesis of psoriasis, many fundamentally important questions remain regarding the role of cells located in both epidermal and dermal compartments. Attempts to characterize various animal models of psoriasis, delineation of the mechanism of action for biological agents, and consideration of molecular links between skin inflammation and various extracutaneous comorbidities are likely to continue challenging investigators and clinicians for many years to come.